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Program Area Agencies
 

Economic and Community Development Benchmarks

Economic Development Department

Employment Department

Fair and Exposition Center, Oregon State

Housing and Community Services Department

Veterans’ Affairs, Department of

 

 

1995-97

Actuals
1997-99

Legislatively

Approved
1999-2001

Current Service Level
1999-2001

Governor’s

Recommended
General Fund
$16,788,541 

$25,241,330 

$24,124,605 

$30,209,105 

Lottery Funds
94,493,264 

92,842,002 

75,903,169 

79,542,563 

Other Funds (excluding lottery)
94,087,752 

158,119,435 

169,468,813 

250,840,551 

Other Funds (Nonlimited)
3,085,556,711 

3,188,430,711 

2,762,930,921 

2,807,930,921 

Federal Funds
292,844,143 

256,356,088 

254,569,327 

260,971,948 

Federal Funds (Nonlimited)
55,867,398 

51,187,462 

61,475,000 

61,475,000 

Total Funds
$3,639,637,809 

$3,772,177,028 

$3,348,471,835 

$3,490,970,088 

Positions
1,804 

1,968 

1,805 

1,990 

Full-time Equivalent
1,725.01 

1,818.08 

1,715.46 

1,897.76 

 

Note: The budget totals include funding for Oregon Public Broadcasting and the Oregon Historical Society.
Overview
 

Agencies in the Economic and Community Development Program Area aid businesses, communities, and people. More specifically:

 

Economic Development Department works with local leaders to build strong communities. It helps Oregon businesses grow. 

Employment Department provides income for unemployed people. It helps them find work.

Oregon State Fair and Exposition Center runs the annual state fair. It also runs an exposition center.

Housing and Community Services Department provides money for low-income housing. It helps people who are poor or homeless.

Department of Veterans’ Affairs provides home loans to eligible veterans. It provides counseling and other services. 

 

Recommended Budget
 

Two agencies in this program area play significant roles in the Governor’s Livability Challenge.

 

The Economic Development Department will receive money from lottery bonds and spend $45 million on infrastructure. Of this, $40 million is for sewer, water, and community projects. Another $5 million will match the $25 million Federal Funds for more infrastructure investments. 

Economic Development will use $10 million in existing funds to restore resources to the reformed Regional Strategies Program. It will be used to support jobs and growth in distressed areas of the state. In high growth areas of the state, it will be used for growth challenges.

Housing and Community Services Department has $5 million General Fund in the plan. These funds will help with the unmet housing needs in the state. 

Housing will start an "Incentive Fund." The $25 million Fund will be used to rebuild downtown and community centers. It will provide for affordable housing. And, it will create jobs in rural and distressed areas of the state. The Fund is financed from lottery revenue bonds.

Housing will also partner with the Department of Human Resources. The agencies will pilot projects that address low-income housing needs with funding from both agencies.

Housing will add four positions to participate on regional field teams. The field teams work at the local level on community development issues. They solve problems, rather than run programs.

The budget for Economic Development adds $10 million to deepen the Columbia River channel. The funds are from lottery bonds. The project will cost about $180 million. Oregon’s share of the total is about $30 million. Additional funds will be required in the 2001-2003 biennium.

 

There is money for the Governor’s Task Force on Cultural Development. The money will be used to coordinate planning with the statewide cultural partners:

 

Oregon Arts Commission.

Oregon Heritage Commission.

Oregon Historical Society.

Oregon Council on the Humanities.

State Historic Preservation Office.

Oregon Public Broadcasting.

Funds will be used for travel costs for members of the Task Force and staffing and oversight by the Arts Commission. The Governor’s recommended budget also includes a $1.0 million appropriation to the Emergency Fund. This money is for matching funds for an endowment for the arts. The Fund will be established through private donations.

The budget includes $864,450 General Fund for the Oregon Historical Society and $3,350,509 General Fund for Oregon Public Broadcasting. The Department of Administrative Services makes these payments.

 

The Employment Department will expand services to help ensure the safety of children who are cared for outside their home. The budget continues all other services and adds staff for workload growth. It combines the staff from several agencies to form a Central Hearings Panel unit in the agency.

 

State Fair will receive $10.5 million from lottery bonds to restore the fairground facilities. The budget provides $700,000 General Fund for continuation of core Fair activities.

 

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs will increase payments to counties for training. It will continue to contract for operation of its 151-bed skilled care facility in The Dalles.

 

 

Economic and Community Development Benchmarks
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There are six key Oregon Benchmarks related to the Economic and Community Development program area. They are per capita personal income, employment outside the Willamette Valley, new companies, export of professional services, industry research and development, and housing affordability.

 

 

The comparison of state and national personal income is Benchmark No. 14. It measures Oregon's per capita personal income as a percentage of the national average. It shows progress toward a variety of economic goals.
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The percentage of employment dispersion is Benchmark No. 1. It measures the percentage of jobs located outside the Willamette Valley. This Benchmark tracks economic prosperity around the state. It highlights opportunities to address rural decline and growth-related urban problems.
 

The state's rank in new companies is Benchmark No. 3. It measures Oregon's national rank in new companies. This is important to a robust economy. The state's rank in professional services exports is Benchmark No. 2. The strength of professional services within the state is important to the economy. The level of industry research and development expenditures is Benchmark No. 8. It measures private investments in research and development by Oregon industries. It is an indication of the future for technology businesses in Oregon.
 

The availability of affordable housing in Oregon's communities is Benchmark No. 78. It measures the percentage of low-income households spending more than 30 percent of their income on housing. This is important because if too large a portion of income is spent on housing, little is left for other necessities. 
 

There are other economic and community development benchmarks. They include:
 

Job Growth. No. 6 measures net job growth or loss.

Economic diversification. No. 7 measures the national ranking.

Annual payroll. No. 15 measures the annual payroll levels.

Wages above poverty level. No. 17 measures percentage of workers in jobs that pay at least 150 percent of the poverty level.

Unemployment. No. 18 measures the employment rate.

Drinking water. No. 71 measures the percentage of people served by drinking water systems that meet government standards.

Owner occupied. No. 77 measures the percentage of households that are owner occupied.

 


