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Program Area Agencies
Education Benchmarks

Community College Services, Office of

Education, Department of7

Higher Education, Department of

Scholarship Commission, State

Teacher Standards and Practices Commission

 

 

1995-97*

Actuals
1997-99*

Legislatively

Approved
1999-2001*

Current Service Level
1999-2001*

Governor’s

Recommended
General Fund
$4,130,724,129

$5,094,117,074

$5,522,234,052 

$5,732,045,714 

Lottery Funds
526,443,127 

461,400,170

299,886,091

304,144,179 

Other Funds (excluding lottery)
845,067,802 

1,097,610,865

732,028,039

884,139,540

Other Funds (Nonlimited)
910,948,203 

848,898,025

915,013,152

910,419,543

Federal Funds
461,775,874 

571,637,212

610,401,879

672,409,991 

Federal Funds (Nonlimited)
0 

0 

0 

0 

Total Funds
$6,874,959,135 

$8,073,659,346 

$8,079,563,213 

$8,503,158,967 

Positions
12,698

12,180

13,914

13,760

Full-time Equivalent
11,443.83

11,216.57

12,104.92

12,075.88

 

* Includes funds for Oregon Health Sciences University.
Overview
The Oregon Challenge for Education is to prepare our children for the demands of the 21st Century. Agencies and expenditures in this program area include support for all public educational activities from pre-kindergarten to post-secondary and life-long learning. The specific agencies in this program area are Department of Education, Teacher Standards and Practices Commission, Office of Community College Services, State Scholarship Commission, and Department of Higher Education.
 

The Office of Community College Services coordinates the efforts of 17 community colleges statewide and maintains educational opportunities and workforce development capacity in the state. This agency’s budget includes funding to support general community college operations. The Job Training Partnership Act Administration (JTPA), Community Service Commission, and the Oregon Youth Conservation Corp also operate in this agency. Debt service on construction bonds issued since the 1960s for building facilities at community colleges is funded through this agency.
 

The Department of Education supports pre-kindergarten through 12th grade education. This includes support for school districts in the areas of school improvement, special education, professional/technical education, legal requirements, nutrition, and transportation. Funding for the following programs are in this budget:

Oregon’s pre-kindergarten program.

Oregon state schools for the Blind and the Deaf.

Education services at youth corrections education facilities.

Special education.

Professional technical education.

Child nutrition.

Early intervention programs.

Educational programs for children of low-income families.

Special educational services to meet the needs of migrant, homeless, and American Indian children.

State school funding for the State’s 198 elementary, secondary school districts, and 23 educational service districts.

 

The State Scholarship Commission helps Oregon students obtain post-secondary education by offering financial aid program services. The Commission administers over 150 State-funded and privately funded grant and scholarship programs. In addition, the agency runs the Student Loan Guarantee program in Oregon.
 

The Department of Higher Education provides post-secondary education. It also supports research. It is divided into seven campuses. In addition, Oregon State University is home for the statewide public service: the Agricultural Experiment Station, the Extension Service, and the Forest Research Laboratory.
 

The Teacher Standards and Practices Commission works to ensure that every student in Oregon is taught by competent and ethical educators. The agency establishes rules for licensing and issues licenses to teachers, administrators, school nurses, and other education personnel. The Commission must approve college and university teacher education programs.
 

The Oregon Health Sciences University receives state funds to assist student’s tuition. Public funds also support the hospital and clinics. The budget continues funding for all existing programs. They are included in the Education Program Area, since the expenditures are most closely related to education activities. Department of Administrative Services distributes the funds.
 

Recommended Budget
The Governor’s recommended budget for the Education Program Area is about $8.5 billion total funds, a 5.3 percent increase over the 1997-99 approved level. The budget recognizes that society's best investment is in educating its young people. The budget supports a quality "Education Continuum" system of K-12, community colleges and four-year institutions dedicated to the personal success of every Oregonian. It makes critical investments in quality educators, improved access, and technology.

The Governor’s recommended budget meets the Oregon Challenge for Education:

K-12 schools will have $100 million of additional funding available from a School Improvement Fund for increasing student performance.

Schools will have $70 million additional assistance available for major technology infrastructure projects and for the unique, educational challenges associated with multiple barriers to excellence.

The Governor proposes expanding pre-kindergarten services so Oregon can reach a goal of serving 50 percent of eligible children.

Funds will be invested in teacher training to ensure successful implementation of the Education Act for the 21st Century.

The budget is increased to move school districts and community colleges closer to equalized funding statewide.

Partnerships between community colleges and universities are encouraged to make a college education geographically convenient for all Oregonians.

Funding will target increasing enrollment. It will be focused on high demand educational programs such as teacher training, engineering, and distance education.

The Oregon University System will implement a new way of budgeting. It will make schools more responsive to market demand and more accountable to decision-makers. University funding will be allocated on a per student basis.

The budget provides additional funding to ensure success in recruiting and retaining the highest quality faculty at public four-year colleges and universities.

Resident undergraduate tuition at Oregon’s public four-year campuses will be frozen at the 1998-99 level. Tuition has been held at the same level since 1996.

The State Scholarship Commission will be able to offer additional Need Grant funding from interest earnings on the Education Endowment Fund.

 

 

Education Benchmarks
The key Oregon Benchmarks related to education are the high school drop out rate, student skill levels, percentage of adults with college degrees, and percentage of adults with intermediate literacy skills.

The high school drop out rate is Benchmark No.22. It measures the percentage of students each year who leave grades 9-12 before receiving a high school diploma. Opportunities are especially bleak for young Oregonians who drop out of high school. 
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The percentage of 8th graders who have achieved established student skill levels is Benchmark No.23. It measures the skills of 8th grade students in reading and math. This Benchmark focuses attention on the results of the education process: the knowledge and capabilities of students themselves.

The test results for both reading and math are graphed on this page. The reading scores fell off a point in 1998 after climbing from 40 percent in 1991 to 56 percent in 1997. The math score trend continues to rise. It increased from 40 percent in 1991 to 51 percent in 1998.
 

[image: image3.png]100%

80%

60%

40% -

20%

0%

8th Grade Math

100%

1991 1992 1993 1994 1995

1996 1997

2000 2010




The percentage of people who earn a college degree is Benchmark No. 26. It measures the number of Oregon adults (age 25 and older) who have completed a baccalaureate degree. The skill levels required by employers continue to rise. Out-of-state recruitment is required when Oregonians are not qualified for good jobs created in the state.

The literacy rate is Benchmark No. 30. It measures the percentage of all adult Oregonians with intermediate literacy skills. Levels of literacy are highly correlated with earnings potential and poverty.

There are other education Benchmarks. They include:
Foreign language. No. 20 measures the percentage who speak a foreign language.

Teen work experience. No. 25 measures the percentage of teens to complete work experience.

GED. No. 27 measures the percentage of people over 24 with a high school degree equivalent.

Some college. No. 28 measures the percentage of people over 24 with some college credits.

Professional-Technical. No. 29 measures the percentage of people over 24 with an associate degree.

Computer literacy. No. 31 measures the percentage of people over 24 who are computer literate.

 


