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Program Area Agencies
 

Transportation Benchmarks

Transportation, Department of
 

 

1995-97

Actuals
1997-99

Legislatively

Approved
1999-2001

Current Service Level
1999-2001

Governor’s

Recommended
General Fund
$322,045 

$943,284 

$393,470 

$24,393,470 

Lottery Funds
21,073,871 

20,160,000 

19,993,390 

20,000,000 

Other Funds (excluding lottery)
1,457,338,706 

1,613,434,684 

1,553,636,988 

1,976,887,018 

Other Funds (Nonlimited)
66,366,112 

102,981,172 

71,400,586 

106,238,031 

Federal Funds
14,704,109 

32,451,015 

24,025,562 

59,200,562 

Total Funds
$1,559,804,843 

$1,769,970,155 

$1,669,449,996 

$2,186,719,081 

Positions
4,764 

5,109 

4,901 

5,028 

Full-time Equivalent
4,495.57 

4,825.74 

4,696.24 

4,817.33 

Overview
The Transportation program area includes one agency, the Department of Transportation. The Governor’s recommended budget for the Department generally continues services provided during the 1997-99 biennium. Added funding comes from the federal Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA-21). The funds will support more road preservation and part of the Governor’s Livability Challenge.

 

Transportation Benchmarks
The primary Oregon Benchmarks related to transportation are highway congestion, single occupancy vehicle commuting, and vehicle miles traveled in metropolitan areas. 
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The rate of highway congestion is Benchmark No. 70. It is the key benchmark related to the Transportation program area. It measures how heavily congested urban freeways are during rush hours. Congestion on Oregon’s metropolitan highways has significantly worsened since 1990. Congestion exacts a large toll. It results in more air pollution, more gasoline use, and higher cost of goods and services. It is also responsible for driver frustration and lost work time. A 1998 federal study showed congestion cost drivers in the Portland area $765 million in time delays and fuel costs during 1996.
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Large increases in the use of single occupancy vehicles for commuting has contributed to the congestion. The alternative to one-person commuting is Benchmark No. 73. It measures the percentage of Oregonians who commute to and from work during peak hours by means other than a single occupancy vehicle. Targets for this benchmark encourage car pooling, use of mass transit, and pedestrian friendly urban design.

 

Auto travel is growing rapidly. The number of vehicle miles traveled is Benchmark No. 74. It measures the per capita miles of auto travel in the metropolitan areas. More people driving more miles intensifies congestion. Since 1990, metropolitan areas have experienced a 44 percent increase in the number of miles traveled.
There are other benchmarks related to transportation. They include:

Employment dispersion. No. 1 -- jobs outside the Willamette Valley.

Premature mortality. No. 49 -- traffic fatalities are the primary cause of death for Oregonians age five to 32 years.

Air quality. No. 79 -- air meets government standards.

Salmon recovery. No. 89 -- wild salmon and steelhead populations at target levels.

Road and bridge needs. -- backlog of roads and bridges in need of repair.

 


