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Program Area Agencies
Economic and Community Development Benchmarks E-4

Oregon Economic and Community Development Department E-6

Employment Department E-10

Fair and Exposition Center, Oregon State E-12

Housing and Community Services Department E-14

Veterans’ Affairs, Department of E-17

 

1997-99

Actuals
1999-2001

Legislatively

Approved
2001-03

Current Service Level
2001-03

Governor’s

Recommended
General Fund

$29,444,657

$30,408,593

$28,583,901

$31,996,875

Lottery Funds

63,468,568

81,657,140

100,599,292

96,912,081

Other Funds

109,604,506

236,958,841

191,057,928

275,529,425

Federal Funds

236,073,829

267,798,834

261,139,912

365,154,287

Other Funds (Nonlimited)

3,055,783,733

2,815,230,921

3,099,648,086

3,228,987,987

Federal Funds (Nonlimited)

55,756,610

61,475,000

153,000,000

153,000,000

Total Funds

$3,550,131,903

$3,493,529,329

$3,834,029,119

$4,151,580,655

Positions

1,960

1,997

1,853

2,033

Full-time Equivalent

1,817.22

1,894.18

1,762.25

1,929.75

Note: The budget total includes funding for Oregon Public Broadcasting and the Oregon Historical Society.

Overview
Agencies in the Economic and Community Development Program Area aid businesses, communities, and people in providing economic and cultural enhancement throughout the state. Economic development activities include job creation, placement, and retention services; housing and infrastructure financing; business loans; training; promotion of Oregon and its products; and technical assistance to individuals, businesses, and communities.

Recommended Budget
The Governor’s recommended budget includes the following key elements for the 2001-03 biennium:

· The Oregon Economic and Community Development Department (OECDD) will use $196 million in Lottery Revenue Bond proceeds to provide loans and grants for infrastructure and community facilities. The recommended budget also adds staff to handle the increased grant and loan workload. 

· OECDD will also use $28.8 million from Lottery Revenue Bonds to fund three issues related to the Columbia River: 

· Continues progress on the Columbia River Dredging project. The project will lower the bed of the lower Columbia River enough to keep the Port of Portland competitive in the global shipping market. 

· Studies habit restoration of the Columbia River Estuary. The study is required as part of a federal agreement on the dredging project. 

· Backfills a direct Lottery Funds reduction. In 1997 the Legislature passed a law that provided Lottery revenues to the Port of Portland over several years. The recommended budget will substitute Lottery Revenue Bonds for the Lottery revenue to fund the work the Port of Portland is doing on the Columbia River Dredging project. 

· The Tourism Commission and the Department of Agriculture will develop a plan for enhanced agriculture tourism. The goal of this plan is to increase the sales of agricultural products and promote tourist visits to Oregon. 

· The Employment Department (OED) will expand health and safety reviews to include all child care providers, enhance child care opportunities for post secondary students and parents in alcohol and drug treatments, and increase payments to child care resource and referral agencies. 

· OED will also expand unemployment insurance fraud control and claimant reemployment efforts. 

· OED will eliminate the JOBS Plus program for unemployment insurance claimants. 

· The State Fair is undergoing a reorganization. The Governor's budget maintains fair operations while major investment decisions are being evaluated. 

· Housing and Community Service Department (HCSD) adds resources to help the homeless. The budget diverts $1.4 million General Fund from the Housing Development Grant Program to address homelessness and poverty issues. 

· The budget adds $26.3 million Other Funds and $4.8 million Federal Funds for housing affordability and community development issues. This funding within HCSD will enable the agency to help the growing population of "working, low-income Oregonians" who need affordable housing. 

· The HCSD budget also provides $35 million in Lottery-backed bonds for the Community Incentive Fund. The funds will be used to rebuild downtowns and mainstreets, promote development of affordable housing near jobs and transportation, and rebuild rural and distressed communities. 

· HCSD will substantially increases its ability to provide energy assistance to the low-income with new revenues from Senate Bill 1149 (1999) that deregulated electricity in Oregon. The recommended budget provides $28.4 million Other Funds expenditure limitation for the agency to expend the Senate Bill 1149 funds. 

· The Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development will transfer the Oregon Community Services Commission to HCSD. The Commission administers the AmeriCorps, SeniorCorps, and other related grants awarded from the Federal Corporation for National Services. 

· The Department of Veterans' Affairs Veterans' Services and the Veterans' Loan programs will maintain current service level operations. The Department is increasingly faced with Veterans' Home operating costs which cannot be supported within their existing budget. The Department will be looking to the state, private donations, and increased fees for residents over the next four to six years to provide sufficient operating revenues. 


