
According to the 2008 Book of States, the Governor’s current salary (which was set by the 2001 Oregon Legislature at $93,600 annually) ranks sixth lowest in the nation.
· As the Chief Executive Officer of the State, the Governor provides leadership, planning and coordination for the executive branch of state government and is responsible for the effective and efficient workings of the various state departments and agencies.  He appoints most department and agency heads within the executive branch and appoints members to more than 200 policymaking, regulatory and advisory boards and commissions.
· Governor proposes a two-year $15 billion General Fund/Lottery Funds and a $48 billion Total Funds budget to the legislature, recommends a legislative program to each regular session and may also call special sessions. He reviews all bills passed by the legislature and may veto measures he believes are not in the public interest.

· Governor chairs both the State Land Board, which manages state-owned lands, and the Progress Board, which sets strategic goals for Oregon. The governor directs state government’s coordination with local and federal governments and is commander-in-chief of the state’s military forces.

· Governor appoints judges to fill vacancies in judicial office, has extradition authority and may grant reprieves, commutations and pardons of criminal sentences.
· Governor’s staff consists of 64 positions with offices consisting of Chief of Staff, Policy, Areas, Administration, Legal Counsel, Legislative Affairs, Executive Appointments, Citizens’ Representative Office, Economic Revitalization, Office of Rural Policy, Minority Women, and Emerging Small Businesses, Affirmative Action, Arrest & Return, Sustainability and the Federal Office. 
· Governor maintains relationships with the local Legislature, Congressional Delegation and White House staff.
· Governor attends numerous ceremonial and non-ceremonial events throughout Oregon representing the State such as addressing conferences, ribbon-cuttings, business development missions and launching special events.  
· Governor has broad authority to protect the public through a declaration of emergency.

