Oregon Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development
The agency links this performance measure to Oregon Benchmark(s):

#25, Postsecondary Credentials

	KPM #13
	ASSOCIATE DEGREE COMPLETION

Percentage of students in Associate’s degree programs who obtain an Associate’s degree
	Measure since: 2006

	Goal
	Goal 3: All Oregonians have access to excellent, affordable community college services

	Oregon Context
	OBM 25: Postsecondary credentials

	Data source
	Oregon Community College Unified Reporting System

	Owner
	CCWD Research, 503-378-8648
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OUR STRATEGY 
CCWD is an active partner in efforts to align secondary and postsecondary education.  Better alignment among the education sectors will help ease transitions for students moving among high schools, community colleges and four-year institutions.  

2. ABOUT THE TARGETS
The target for 2007 was set according to the mid-point of performance results for the past three years.  Targets for 2007-09 were increased by 1% from the prior year’s target.  No target was set for 2006 because this measure was created by the Joint Legislative Audit Committee in July of 2006, after the academic year had ended.  Higher is better.  

3. HOW WE ARE DOING
Performance for this measure has been stable for the past 3 years, ranging from a low of 29.1% in 2005 to a high of 31.6% in 2003.   

Many more students will complete their associate’s degrees after the time period allowed through this measure.  Among students who were within reach of an associate’s degree by fall of 2003, 30% completed in the 2003-04.  A total of 46.4% completed by the end of 2004-05, just one year later.    
4. HOW WE COMPARE
Washington State reports on a similar measure, although it is not identical.  Washington looks at the percentage of students who have graduated or earned 4 or more quarters of credit within 2 years of entering the college.  Washington reports that among full-time students in 2004-05, 70% have either graduated or earned 4 or more quarters of credit.  Among part-time students, 31% have graduated or earned 4 or more quarters of credit.
  
5. FACTORS AFFECTING RESULTS
Measures using a percentage of students completing associate’s degrees can be misleading indicators of performance.  It is extremely difficult to identify a cohort of students to use as the denominator of a percentage calculation.  Many community college students do not follow a traditional path of full-time enrollment culminating in an associate’s degree in two years.  In fact, most community college students attend less than full-time.  Many change their enrollment status from full- to part- to half-time depending on personal circumstances, including work, family, and other issues.  
6. WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE
The Department, along with many other state agencies, is helping to develop the Pathways to Advancement Initiative.  Pathways to Advancement will streamline student transfers from community colleges to four-year institutions and will align coursework, placement testing, and entrance requirements in order to provide greater access and better preparation for students.
7. ABOUT THE DATA
Reporting cycle: Oregon fiscal year.  The measure cohort includes the unduplicated count of all fall credit students with enough credits to possibly complete an Associate’s degree by end of spring term.  The percentage is calculated by identifying the number of these students who do complete Associate’s degree by end of spring term.  Students are identified as having “enough credits to potentially complete an Associate’s degree” according to their enrollment status in the fall term of the year under consideration.  Full-time students (those enrolled in 12 or more credits in the fall term) could potentially complete an associate’s degree by the end of spring term of the reporting year if they have earned at least 54 credits by the time they enroll full-time for the fall quarter.  Half-time students (those enrolled in 6-11.99 more credits in the fall term) could potentially complete an associate’s degree by the end of spring term of the reporting year if they have earned at least 72 credits by the time they enroll half-time for the fall quarter.  Part-time students (those enrolled in 1-5.99 more credits in the fall term) could potentially complete an associate’s degree by the end of spring term of the reporting year if they have earned at least 81 credits by the time they enroll part-time for the fall quarter.
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� State of Washington: State Board of Community and Technical Colleges.  “Academic Year Report: 2004-05.”  December, 2005. � HYPERLINK "http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/data/acadyrrpts.asp#F05" ��http://www.sbctc.ctc.edu/data/acadyrrpts.asp#F05�





Oregon Department of Community Colleges and Workforce Development
Excerpt from FY 2006 Annual Performance Progress Report found at http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/APPR06.shtml
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