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February 7, 2005
TO:

Progress Board Members
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FROM:
Rita Conrad



Senior Policy Analyst 

SUBJECT:
Oregon Progress Board January Meeting Minutes

Members Present: Neil Bryant, Annabelle Jaramillo, Michael Jordan, Duke Shepard,  Brett Wilcox, Ed Whitelaw (phone) and Diane Snyder (phone).  Ex-Officios - Laurie Warner and Heather Kaplinger. Staff present:  Jeff Tryens and Rita Conrad.

Brett opened the meeting at 12:35 p.m. The minutes from the December meeting were approved.
Road Condition Benchmark Modification
Mike Marsh, deputy director for Central Services Division, Cathy Nelson, chief engineer/technical services manager for the Highway Division and John Oshel from the Association of Oregon Counties presented a proposal to modify the road condition benchmark to include bridge condition. They stated that a small group of experts (bridge engineers, managers and local government representatives) developed the proposal and vetted it with a local program oversight committee. The new proposal is to modify the current benchmark as below (addition in bold):

72. Percentage of roads in fair or better condition

a. Roads

i. State 
ii. County
b. Bridges

i. State

ii. County & City (Local)

Rationale:  The current benchmark focuses on pavement condition only. While this is an important aspect of the road in that it is a significant factor in how the driving public views the condition of the highway system, it is only part of the story. The network of roads in Oregon can operate well if its bridges are not in poor condition and the revised benchmark includes the predominant features of the transportation infrastructure: pavement and bridges. The approach proposed improves the collective information in the benchmark and reports conditions for both state and local roads. (County road condition was temporarily moved to developmental status in the September 21 Board meeting until data collection methods improved.)  Handouts 
related to this benchmark (and other January 18 presentations) can be found at www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/BdMtgs05.shtml#January_18__2005 .
BOARD ACTION: Approved.
2004 Oregon Population Survey

Northwest Research Group President & CEO Rebecca Elmore Yalch presented an overview of the findings of the 2004 Oregon Population Survey. She and Jeff explained the need for the race and ethnicity augments necessary to adequately sample minority populations, which are still underway. Jeff will let the Board know as soon as that work is complete. The presentation covered methodology and key findings on Oregonians’ perceptions of their state, Oregon households, population characteristics, and special issues such as telecommuting and retirement savings. Rebecca’s slide show can be found at www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/docs/BdUp05/Jan/OPSpres.ppt.

Economic Diversification Benchmark Modification

In response to the Board’s long-standing interest in replacing the current benchmark with something broader in scope, Economist John Gorlorwulu, Economic and Community Development Department, presented an alternative to BM # 6 – Economic Diversification. John’s slide show (www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/docs/BdUp05/Jan/OPSpres.ppt) introduced a competitiveness index from Beacon Hill and a technology sector competitiveness index from Milken, arguing that these would be valuable supplements to existing economy benchmarks. During the discussion, several Board members expressed long-held aversions to indices because of their tendency to mask component information and possibly duplicate existing benchmarks. The Board decided to work with John and other experts, investigate various indices and then come up with recommendations. Jeff pointed out that part of that work context be done within the Oregon Shines III process.
Hunger Study Phase II

Oregon State University (OSU) researcher Bruce Weber updated the Board on work he and his team have been doing to understand the root causes of hunger in Oregon.  He:

· reviewed hunger trends from 1996 to 2003, clarified the definitions of “hunger” versus “food insecurity,” 
· compared Oregon’s hunger rates to the U.S.,
· identified vulnerable groups with particularly high food insecurity (renter households and those who have moved within the county in the last year),
· identified possible causes of food insecurity in Oregon, and

· discussed economic and social policy implications.

Bruce’s slide show can be found at  www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/docs/BdUp05/Jan/Hunger.ppt. Bruce announced that the full report will be posted on the O.S.U. website soon.

2005 Benchmark Performance Report
Rita presented the reports that she prepared for each of six Ways and Means subcommittees. Those reports, designed to help legislators understand how agencies contribute to benchmark achievement using performance measure information, are available at www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB/2005report/WM05.shtml. 


She also presented a mockup of the 2005 performance report format. The Board was agreeable. A full draft of the 2005 Benchmark Performance Report will be presented at the March meeting for Board discussion and approval.
Meeting was adjourned a little after 3 p.m.
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