Oregon Shines III Partner Panel Suggestions – Economy Panel April 27, 2006


	Current Work: Your organization’s strategy and how it relates to the Oregon Shines goal of “quality jobs for all Oregonians”.  

	Panelist
	Organization
	Response

	Duncan Wyse
	Oregon Business Council
	· Permanent structure in place for dialogue between businesses & elected leaders

· Goal: have nesting regional business plans that connect to Oregon Business Plan

	Lynn Beaton
	Economic & Community Development Dept.
	· Gathering input to update Oregon Economic & Community Development Department’s objectives  (Mission: to advance Oregon’s economy)

	Lita Colligan
	Governor’s Office for Workforce Policy
	· Governor’s action plan will be announced summer 2006.  Its goals are:
- have a globally competitive workforce

- have workforce that meets employers’ needs and adapts to new technology

- build a demand-driven workforce and education training system

	Jim Azumano
	Governor’s Office for Rural Policy
	· Help state leaders realize impact of their work/policies on rural economies. 

· Goal: sustainable rural economy to improve the statewide economy. 

	Doris Penwell
	Association of Oregon Counties
	· County commissioners are important for economic development, because they know their counties (more so in rural than urban counties, where professionals do this work)

· Trying to find how shared services are delivered across the state


	Issues, Gaps, Overlaps that you feel should be addressed in the Oregon Shines III process.

	Panelist
	Organization
	Response

	Duncan Wyse
	Oregon Business Council
	· Traded sector (export) companies are key for quality jobs and economic growth

· Suggestions for Oregon Shines III:

- connect the 3 circles (economy, community, environment) – develop strategies for how Oregon can achieve the three simultaneously 

- define ‘sustainability’ and show how it can distinguish Oregon in the 21st century.

- spark action to replicate Oregon Business Plan for community and environment

	Lynn Beaton
	Economic & Community Development Dept.
	· Need a skilled workforce, sustainability, and retain existing jobs before trying to add new; 

· Remember that statewide goals have different answers in different parts of the state.

· Innovation is the key for economic growth.

	Lita Colligan
	Governor’s Office for Workforce Policy
	· Need to integrate existing plans into Oregon Shines III so work is not duplicated.

· Need collaboration on using common measures and measuring plan progress.

· Competitiveness challenges for the state:

- no integrated statewide strategy for education, workforce, economic development

- lack of diversification in the state’s economy

- low educational attainment; low education/training investments

- high unemployment

- declining income

	Jim Azumano
	Governor’s Office for Rural Policy
	· Disparity between rural and urban economies (Oregon Benchmark #5 example: Oregon’s concentration in professional services relative to the U.S. concentration was 75.4% statewide, but 81.1% in urban counties and 32.8% in rural counties (2001 data)).
· Rural economy is vital to maintain Oregon’s culture

	Doris Penwell
	Association of Oregon Counties
	· Current economic development planning not systematic – many partners’ work overlaps 

· Need regional discussions between state & local leaders

· Find the clusters and gaps in economic vitality among counties; those with similar issues should work together on holistic strategies


	Additional Partners: Other related partners that you feel should be integrated into the Oregon Shines III process

	Panelist
	Organization
	Response

	Duncan Wyse
	Oregon Business Council
	

	Lynn Beaton
	Economic & Community Development Dept.
	

	Lita Colligan
	Governor’s Office for Workforce Policy
	· Local & regional workforce boards - Oregon Workforce Partnership

· Local & regional economic development entities - Oregon Economic Development Association

· Labor unions

· Business associations, cluster networks, employer consortia

	Jim Azumano
	Governor’s Office for Rural Policy
	

	Doris Penwell
	Association of Oregon Counties
	· State and county governments should work together on regional issues
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