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Biography
Sara Gelser has served on the Corvallis School Board since 2001. She is vice president of The Arc of Benton County and was recently elected to the board of The Arc of Oregon. She is a member of the Corvallis chapter of Zonta, and was named Corvallis Junior First Citizen by the Corvallis Chamber of Commerce in 2004. She is an active member of Grace Lutheran Church in Corvallis. 

Gelser’s professional history includes work as a policy analyst for the Oregon Department of Human Services. She also worked as a parent educator for Linn-Benton Community College and the Oregon Parent Training and Information Center. Gelser is the founder of the FG Syndrome Family Alliance, a non-profit organization serving hundreds of families and medical professionals around the world. 

Gelser was appointed chair of an interim senate working group on special education in 2000. She was also appointed to the State Interagency Coordinating Council by Governor John Kitzhaber and the Oregon Council on Developmental Disabilities by Governor Ted Kulongoski. She currently sits on the state Dispute Resolution Board through the Oregon Department of Education, and is a member of the National Early Childhood Transition and Research Council Advisory Board based out of Lexington, Kentucky. She served as a member of the Linn-Benton-Lincoln ESD budget committee for two years.

Gelser earned her BA in history and education from Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana and an MAIS degree from Oregon State University. 

Gelser, 31, lives in Corvallis with her husband, Peter, and their four children—Sam, Ellie, Nicole and Maia.

