Elevator speech: “What is Oregon Shines III?”
30 seconds:

Oregon Shines is like a set of headlights.  It is a plan for all of Oregon and all Oregonians and has been around since 1989, thanks to the governor and the legislature.  It shows how various world trends and other factors affect Oregon’s jobs, communities and environment.  It also suggests how we can work together to overcome harmful forces - to make sure that everyone who needs one has a good job; that communities remain strong and safe; and that our environment remains healthy and sustainable.  
More:

The plan is based on the assumption that if we Oregonians focus our efforts to implement the plan, we can improve our future wellbeing and that of our children and grandchildren.
The Oregon Progress Board grades Oregon on how it is doing on this plan for things like:

· how many jobs are being created in urban and rural areas

· how well our kids are doing in school

· how well-educated our adults are

· how healthy and safe we are

· how much we volunteer and vote

· how good our roads and drinking water are

· how well we care for our natural environment and wild critters 

If you want, you can now get the latest benchmarks grades online.  For many benchmarks, you can even get a report on your own county.  It’s easy.  Just go to benchmarks.oregon.gov and you’ll find a simple three-step process.

Still more:

Oregon Shines III is the second update of the original plan. It has been over a decade since it was updated and a lot has changed since then!  
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The Progress Board considers all Oregonians to be partners in the plan and wants to include as many as possible.  It is a chance to tell people in government, business and community organizations what you think about the plan.  It is also a chance to apply parts of the plan that you like to your life and community.  

Would you like to be on the mailing list?
Here’s a card about Oregon Shines and the benchmarks.  It has my name and number on it.  I’m a member of the Progress Board and would love to answer any questions you may have!
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