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Brief on Benchmark 64 – Students Carry Weapons
This summary examines the benchmark, its source, and assesses the measurement.  This brief originated from a question at the last board meeting as to whether this benchmark captured carrying weapons at school or simply reported weapons carried overall in the last month, the latter is correct.
· Benchmark source – from the Oregon Healthy Teens Survey (OHT). Yearly survey of high school risk behavior.
· Benchmark related questions are asked in odd years and includes all High School students (9-12 grades).

· Questions come directly from the CDC’s Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS).  OHT receives funding from YRBS.
· Even years only surveys 8th and 10th graders (not used)

· Benchmarks combines two survey questions:

1. In the last 30 day how many times have you carried a gun?

2. In the last 30 day how many times have you carried a weapon other than a gun?
· These questions are rolled up into the results for benchmark 64.  Results are weighted using OHT weighting criteria.

· In 2005 the results were: carry a gun, 10.4; carry a weapon other than a gun, 19.0.  Overall 2005 statistic was, 20.5
· The survey questions changed in 2001.  We clearly annotate this in our data series.
Assessment of whether the benchmark captures false positive survey responses.
Renee Boyd, the BM 64 contact states:
There has been no validation regarding false positives.  However, anecdotally, I occasionally hear from teachers who proctor the survey who don't like the question since it doesn't exclude hunting, etc.  So it's likely that the gun question overreports, but the extent is unknown.  Out of curiosity, I tried to find some data regarding youth hunting for Oregon - in 2000, 3.15% of Oregon youth age 6-15 were hunters (slightly below national average).  See page 6 in the linked document:  http://www.ussportsmen.org/pdfs/THIRD%20Revised%20Youth%20Hunting%20Report.pdf  Overall, hunting is expected to steadily trend downward until 2025. 
Note that in the past we did ask the gun question differently (how many days did you carry a gun as a weapon).  However, the survey content committee at one point (2001?) decided that the current questions were better suited for Oregon's needs and changed the question wording. 
· The question sequence is asked in the middle of a section on violence and personal safety which would suggest that respondents should conclude correctly the questions intended.
· Additionally, the major increase in this BM has been driven by increases in positive responses to the question on ‘weapon other than a gun’.  This would suggest the measure is accurately capturing the characteristic.

