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Oregon Progress Board At-A-Glance
The Oregon Progress Board is an independent state planning and oversight agency. Created by the Legislature in 1989, the board is responsible for keeping Oregonians focused on achieving the quality-of-life goals in the state's 20-year strategic vision, Oregon Shines. The 12-member panel, chaired by the governor, is made up of citizen leaders and reflects the state's social, ethnic and political diversity. Please click here for a brief history (doc) of the board.
The Progress Board focuses Oregon’s citizens and institutions on a set of quality-of-life measures that gauge progress towards the overall goals of Oregon Shines:

· Quality jobs for all Oregonians

· Safe, caring and engaged communities

· Healthy, sustainable surroundings

The measures are called Oregon Benchmarks.  The benchmarks include a broad array of up to 100 social, economic and environmental indicators, including K-12 student achievement, per capita income, air quality, crime rates, employment, and infant health.  

The Progress Board is a catalyst for change.  It gathers and distributes data on the benchmarks.  It encourages state and local government agencies, businesses, and nonprofit and citizen groups to use the benchmarks in their planning and reporting.  It works with state government to measure its results and contribution to achieving statewide goals. And it assists other partners in and out of state government in developing their own benchmarks and creating programs that support the achievement of benchmark targets and a better quality of life in Oregon.  Both Oregon Shines and the benchmarks were created with extensive citizen involvement.

Every other year since 1991, the Progress Board has issued an Oregon Benchmark report, tracking Oregon’s success in achieving the benchmark targets.  In January 1997 by Oregon Shines II, a complete update of the original strategic plan was released. The board is preparing to launch Oregon Shines III.
The Progress Board meets quarterly on the third Thursday of January, April, July and October.  For further information, please call, write or visit www.oregon.gov/DAS/OPB. 

“Oregon’s Future is Everybody’s Business”
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