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        State makes its old computers like new, kids and the Budget win.
School district classrooms, or anyone in need of a well-working computer, have a new and perhaps more importantly affordable option. 

The State of Oregon’s Surplus Property Distribution Center in Salem has hired a contractor to clean the hard drives of hundreds of old models that have lived out their usefulness in state agencies, city and county government, put them back together and then sell them for a very reasonable price.  It’s the newest feature to a comprehensive E-waste recovery program the state began more than 2 years ago.

The process to clean the hard drives is called “Sanitization”.  Salem-based KFE Microsystems will handle that. While many levels of secure data erasure exist, only the highest levels that meet requirements of the Department of Defense will be suitable for IT equipment sold to the public by the State of Oregon through its Surplus Property Program.

It’s a winning situation for the public since individuals, or families, who might not have been able to afford a new computer system can get one that’s secure and in good working condition.  And the 99-dollar price tag has also been appealing to many Oregon school districts looking for a way to get more IT equipment into classrooms. 

The program also saves government money through reduced recycling costs and has an environmental benefit since the refurbished computers means a longer life-span for the equipment and potentially less material winding up in the landfill.  

The E-Waste Recovery Program will cost the state about 30-dollars for each system it rehabs.  The 99 dollar cost is a great deal for customers and provides the state a tremendous return on its investment.

The early word is this could be a very popular program with interest already expressed by colleges, school districts and even churches.  The generated income for the state will help finance the surplus program, part of Oregon’s Department of Administrative Services.  
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