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                                     OREGON TAKES THE LEAD IN FLEET FUEL EFFICIENCY    

While it appears the cost of unleaded gasoline and diesel fuel has actually dropped in recent weeks the State of Oregon's Department of Administrative Services isn't expecting the downward trend to last long. Over the past 12 months the cost for traditional fuels has fluctuated, going up in one stretch by as much as 75%.  The state’s current policy is to reduce travel expenses by encouraging employees to refrain from taking business trips whenever possible and to promote the use of car pooling, ride sharing, teleconferencing and other available technologies.  When state workers do travel, these days, they are more likely to do it in an alternative fueled vehicle.
Over the past two years, the state has invested in alternative fuel option vehicles to keep costs down to run its fleet of cars, trucks and vans.  With increased use of hybrid, natural gas and ethanol-powered vehicles the state is fast approaching the goal of 50 miles per gallon for its fleet of sedans, helping offset the always fickle price at the pumps.

Dan Clem, State Fleet manger, says this is an opportunity for government to set a good example.  "The State fleets are economizing travel just like many households and businesses are doing.  Using alternate fuels is proving to be another option for the State to use in serving the public within a limited budget, as well as lowering the environment impact."  
The State Motor Pool currently has 566 alternative fuel vehicles that are used daily by state agencies. Of these, 150 are CNG Fuel, 293 are Flex-Fuel (E-85) and 123 are Hybrid Gas/Electric Vehicles. As conventional fuel sedans wear out, the State Motor Pool will replace them with more fuel-efficient hybrid, compressed natural gas and dual fuel (ethanol or unleaded gas) ones. The DAS Fleet is planning to replace worn-out vehicles with 20 CNG, 100 Gas/Electric Hybrids, and 225 E-85 vehicles during the 05-07 Biennium.     
The State Motor Pool has entered into contracts with Flex-Car for hourly car rentals for state agencies in downtown Portland. This allows state travelers to use a car parked near their office for just the few hours that the travel is needed. This not only reduces gasoline consumption, but this also provides for the most cost-effective transportation option.
Vehicles in the state’s “green fleet” help contain the amount of tax dollars spent on skyrocketing fuel costs. Use of fuel efficient and reduced emission vehicles available through the state motor pool helps reduce our need for petroleum-based fuel and contributes to a cleaner environment.
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