SERVICES FOR SENIORS AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
(Generally)

410.010 State policy for seniors and people with disabilities. (1)
The Legislative Assembly finds and declares that, in keeping with the
traditional concept of the inherent dignity of the individual in our democratic
society, the older citizens of this state are entitled to enjoy their later years
in health, honor and dignity, and citizens with disabilities are entitled to live
lives of maximum freedom and independence.

(2) The Legislative Assembly declares that the policy of this state is to
provide and encourage programs necessary to fulfill the commitment stated
in subsection (1) of this section and that the purpose of policies stated in
this section and ORS 410.020 is to provide a guide for the establishment
and implementation of programs for older citizens and citizens with
disabilities in this state. It further declares that the programs shall be
initiated, promoted and developed through:

(a) Volunteers and volunteer groups;

(b) Partnership with local governmental agencies;

(c) Coordinated efforts of state agencies;

(d) Coordination and cooperation with federal programs;

(e) Partnership with private health and social service agencies;

(f) A designated state agency that will encourage and work with older
citizens and their organizations, that will coordinate state and local
programs, that will encourage and monitor federal programs and that will
act as an advocate for older Oregon citizens; and

(g) A designated state agency that will encourage and work with
citizens with disabilities and their organizations, that will coordinate state
and local programs, that will encourage and monitor federal programs and
that will act as an advocate for Oregon citizens with disabilities.

(3) The Legislative Assembly declares that it shall be the policy of this
state to give special attention to the special concerns of our most frail and
vulnerable older citizens. Furthermore, it shall be the policy of this state to
support strongly the full development and participation of citizens with
disabilities in all aspects of social, political and community life.

(4) Recognizing the diversity in geography, economy and life styles in
Oregon and the diversity of local senior citizen networks, the Legislative
Assembly declares that it is the policy of this state to avoid complete



uniformity in planning and administering programs for older citizens and to
encourage and emphasize local control to achieve the most effective blend
of state and local authority, not precluding the ability of the state to perform
its mandated responsibilities for planning and administration. Multipurpose
senior centers may be considered as focal points for the delivery of
services to older citizens in each community where practicable. Disability
services should also be consolidated where possible to provide efficient
and convenient delivery of services to citizens with disabilities. [1981 c.191
81; 1985 ¢.180 81; 1989 c.224 §70; 2007 ¢.70 8163]

410.020 Implementation of state policy. In carrying out the policies
stated in ORS 410.010, the state shall:

(1) Coordinate the effective and efficient provision of community
services to older citizens and citizens with disabilities so that the services
will be readily available to the greatest number over the widest geographic
area; assure that information on these services is available in each locality,
utilizing whenever possible existing information services; and assure that
each new service receives maximum publicity at the time it is initiated.

(2) Assure that older citizens and citizens with disabilities retain the
right of free choice in planning and managing their lives; by increasing the
number of options in life styles available to older citizens and citizens with
disabilities; by aiding older citizens and citizens with disabilities to help
themselves; by strengthening the natural support system of family, friends
and neighbors to further self-care and independent living; by assuring that
older citizens and citizens with disabilities are able to make informed
choices regarding the delivery of in-home care services by providing
information about their responsibilities as employers of in-home care
providers or, alternatively, about the responsibilities of an in-home care
agency to provide services; and by encouraging all programs that seek to
maximize self-care and independent living within the mainstream of life.

(3) Assure that health and social services be available that:

(a) Allow the older citizen and citizen with a disability to live
independently at home or with others as long as the citizen desires without
requiring inappropriate or premature institutionalization.

(b) Encourage, by expansion of existing programs for older citizens
and citizens with disabilities, by school programs, by meals-on-wheels, by
counseling or by other means, public and private development of nutrition
programs for older citizens and citizens with disabilities that prevent or
minimize illness or social isolation.



(c) Assure that if institutionalization is necessary, the institution
should be of the highest quality where the older citizen and citizen with a
disability may live in dignity.

(d) Protect the older citizen and citizen with a disability from physical
and mental abuse and from fraudulent practices.

(4) Foster both preventive and primary health care, including mental
and physical health care, to keep older citizens and citizens with disabilities
active and contributing members of society; and encourage full restorative
services for those older citizens and citizens with disabilities who require
institutional care to increase the possibility of their return to independent
living.

(5) Encourage public and private development of suitable housing for
older citizens and citizens with disabilities, designed and located consistent
with their special needs and available at costs they can afford.

(6) In implementing subsections (1) to (5) of this section, develop and
seek support for plans to assure access to information, counseling and
screening, as appropriate, by persons potentially in need of long term care
without regard to the person’s income.

(7) Recognize the necessity for a variety of ways to help older
citizens and citizens with disabilities maintain sufficient income to meet
their needs.

(8) Encourage local transportation systems and volunteer groups to
meet the daily transportation needs of older citizens and citizens with
disabilities and to make accessible to them a broad range of services and
programs, including social, health and religious services and programs.

(9) Encourage and develop meaningful employment opportunities for
older citizens and citizens with disabilities in positions commensurate with
their abilities; eliminate discrimination to such employment; and whenever
possible, employ older citizens in programs that affect older citizens and
citizens with disabilities in programs that affect citizens with disabilities.

(10) Involve older citizens and citizens with disabilities in the decision-
making process for programs affecting their lives. Recognizing the ability of
older citizens and citizens with disabilities to be advisors to the Legislative
Assembly, agencies and professional staff, the Legislative Assembly
intends that whenever possible older citizens and citizens with disabilities
should assist in the development of policies affecting their lives.

(11) Assure to older citizens and citizens with disabilities the right to
pursue activities within the widest range of civic, cultural, entertainment and
recreational opportunities by opening such opportunities to participation by
older citizens and citizens with disabilities, by encouraging older citizens



and citizens with disabilities to utilize their capabilities by participating in
government and by assuring them the right to serve.

(12) Make public educational facilities available to older citizens and
citizens with disabilities and their organizations so older citizens and
citizens with disabilities may pursue their educational interests; and
encourage all institutions of learning and other appropriate agencies to
develop and provide by outreach as well as by traditional means special
education programs to meet the needs and interests of older citizens by
addressing the problems and opportunities of aging and by responding to
older citizens’ interests in liberal arts as well as their interests in hobby and
recreation courses.

(13) Encourage the development of barrier-free construction and the
removal of architectural barriers so that more facilities are accessible to
older citizens and citizens with disabilities.

(14) Promote development of programs to educate persons who work
with older citizens in gerontology and geriatrics and encourage qualified
persons to seek such education.

(15) Encourage immediate application by both public and private
agencies of knowledge acquired from research that can sustain and
improve the health and happiness of older citizens and citizens with
disabilities.

(16) Recognize that older citizens who retire should be able to do so
in honor and dignity.

(17) Encourage and support:

(a) Distribution of literature which accurately presents facts
concerning aging and disabilities of citizens.

(b) Efforts of schools, churches and other institutions, in teaching
children and youth about the process of aging and disabilities of citizens so
as to correct fallacies handed down from one generation to another.

(c) Intergenerational programming and participation by community
organizations and institutions to promote better understanding and warm
social interaction and to counteract the tendency to isolation of individuals
who are elderly or who have disabilities.

(d) Correction of stereotyping of individuals who are elderly or who
have disabilities in school texts and other books, newspapers, magazines,
radio and television by encouraging review and analysis of these media by
publishers, company ownership or other appropriate agencies.

(e) Efforts which show that many misconceptions and stereotypes
have no basis in fact so older citizens and citizens with disabilities will be
freed from the destructive tendency to socially conform by embracing these



fallacies. [1981 ¢.191 82; 1983 ¢.312 §2; 1985 ¢.180 8§2; 1989 c.224 871,
2007 ¢.70 8164; 2007 c.416 81]

410.030 Legislative findings on long term care options. The
Legislative Assembly of the State of Oregon finds the following regarding
older citizens and citizens with disabilities:

(1) That there are many older Oregonians and Oregonians with
disabilities who face difficulties in maintaining self-care and independent
living within the mainstream of life, and who have not yet exhausted their
financial resources. These persons are often dependent upon providers of
care for advice regarding 24-hour care. These persons and providers are
not always aware of options to, or within, such care;

(2) That inappropriate or premature institutionalization of persons who
have not exhausted their financial resources often leads to exhaustion of
those resources, and to the expectation by these persons and providers
that continued financing of inappropriate institutional care shall be available
under Title XIX. However, under these circumstances, transfer of the
person to appropriate, less costly noninstitutional or alternative institutional
care, if available, is necessary in order that limited public funds can be
utilized to provide appropriate care to as many persons in need as
possible; and

(3) That to minimize the need for such disruptive transfers, it is in the
interest of older Oregonians and Oregonians with disabilities and of
providers of care that the Department of Human Services, or any
designated state agency, develop plans for assuring access to information,
counseling and screening, as appropriate, by persons potentially in need of
long term care without regard to the person’s income. [1983 ¢.312 81; 1985
c.180 83; 1989 c.224 §72; 2007 c.70 §8165]



